To UC Campuses
From: UCOP Strategic Sourcing

Re: VMware Contract.

Dear Colleagues:

As you are aware, our existing VMware Strategically Sourced agreement (fulfilled through GovPlace) has expired on June 15th, 2008. We have negotiated long and hard with VMware but have not been able to convince them to continue to offer UC the discounts they provided to us in the previous agreement. 

Therefore, as it stands now, UC no longer has a strategically sourced agreement with VMware. Campuses are encouraged to look at all available virtualization products on the market and compare cost vs benefit to determine which product works best for your needs. All purchases made for virtualization products, including to VMware, are now subject to the competitive bidding requirements.

For campuses who decide to continue to purchase VMware products, VMware’s standard educational discount of 40% off list is available through VMware resellers.  However, a more competitive avenue for purchase might be through SHI, the UC primary software reseller for Microsoft, Adobe, Symantec, McAfee, & Trend Micro. 

Steve Benedict
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